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MEMORAND UM

SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR'S RESPONSE TO REQUEST FOR ANALYSIS
OF MILITARY OPTION IN PRESENT CHILEAN SITUATION

1. WE BELIEVE IT NOW CLEAR TH ILEAN MILITARY
WILL NOT REPE MOVE_TG. . PREVENL. ALLENDE'S ACCESSION,
BERRING UNLIKE JON OF NA DE-
SPREAD VIOLENCE. ALL INFO AVAILABLE TO US INDICATES

FORCES' CHIEFS ARE UNPREPARED GO BEYOND

SEEKING MINIMAL "GUARANTEES" FROM ALLENDE WHICH IN THEIR
VIEW WOULD PROTECT EXISTING RANK STRUCTURE AND PREVENT
POLITICIZING OF MILITARY. (WE REGARD SUCH GUARANTEES
AS VIRTUALLY WORTHLESS OVER THE LONG HAUL.)

2. OUR OWN MILITARY PEOPLE. HAVE HAD FAIRLY EXTENSIVE
CONTACTS . WITH THEIR CHILEAN COLLEAGUES DURING LAST FEW
DAYS. THEY ARE UNANIMOUS IN REJECTING POSSIBILITY OF
MEANINGFUL MILITARY INTERVENTION IN POLITICAL SITUATION
PRIOR TO OCTOBER 24 CONGRESSIONAL ELECTION OF PRESIDENT.
THERE IS APPARENTLY SOME TALK AMONG SOME OFFICERS OF
DOING SOMETHING ‘AFTER THAT RATE IF ALLENDE IS ELECTED.
IN OUR JUDGEMENT SUCH MUTTERINGS ARE NOT TO BE TAKEN
SERIOUSLY.
| 3. YOU WILL HAVE SEEN _FROM OUR_RECENT REPORTING i
THAT THE ALESSANDRI-TO NEW ELECTIONS-TO FREI FORMULA Y
HAS ACQUIRED, NEW LIFE. WE i\ L;ﬂiiﬁﬂulu§2l. gfv*,r”‘
|WE_RELIEVE _THAT THE SCHEMEAMIGHT JUST POSSIBL |18~
B | INTENSE PRESSIRES..ON.,PRC. BUTID 1P (DISINTEGRATING
S 1) ECONOMIC SITUATION, SPREADING FEAR AROUSED BY PREMATURE
Ta COMMUNIST MOVES, ETC.) AND_YFE FRET SICCEEDS IN WHAT.IS
e BEGINNING TO LOOK LIKE AN ALL-OUT EFFORT.
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4. MILITARY IN THEIR CURRENT AND CUSTOMARY STATE
OF FLABBY IRRESOLUTION HAVE NO_PART TO PLAY. IN_THIS
SCENARIO UNTIL THE FINAL ACT. WHATEVER THE OUTCOME OF
ANY DISCUSSIONS WiTH ALLENDE WHICH MAY TAKE PLACE,_YE
FORESEE_.NO..SIGNIFICANT, .SUSTAINED PRESSURE.FROM _THAT.
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UARJFR ON, FRE _PDC.  WE HAVE TO ACCEDPT. FACT UUAT'
TS MIETIARY ESTABLISHMENT SIMPLY LACKS COHESTON AND

o : PULITICAL PURPOSE; ITS ONLY REAL UNIFYING INSTINCT IS
p TO SURVIVEC SO AS TO ENJOY MINOR PRIVILECGES (CARS, NOUSES,
e PENSTONS . AND . THE LIKE) AND DAZZLE .PARADE~GROUND -AUDIEHNCES
FEARS IN THE ARMED TORCES OF WHAT A MARRIST REGIME WILL
MEAN FOR THE INSTITUTTON--AND THEY DQ EXTIST--CAN ALL 1TQQ
EAS1LY DRJ TRANQUILIZED BY ALLENDE APPEALS TO THESE PETTY — ol
SELF-INTERESTS, ACCOMPANIED BY THE HOLLOW GUARANTELRS TO ( B

WIICH WF UAVE REFERRED. _IN_ALL FAIRNESS.,  WI_MIST.ADD {G;LKLQ
TOAY MILITARY_ARFE ALSO AFFLICTED BY _NIGHTMARE_OF_CON- e :u
TRONTATION n41HLJUﬁLbuLy1rL"vnmuAnmeﬁmy'AM)ARP * s

- UNwalrrNu‘ou UNABLE 70 CONSIDER HOW THEY MIGHT DRE—-EMDTD ~ R
/ ON TONTATN_SUGY FORCES. UNLESS BACKED LBYTUNAMBIGUOUS | /fa4ﬁg;ff
ﬂ CONSTITULITONAL _AND_LIGALOALLHORLLY , THEY. WOQULD_SIRINK v

TROM_PROSPECT OF HAVING 10 DILQOL('LVIJ LIANS _ANDLORILERS
PROVOKING WIHAT THEY . SEE _AS _PORSIRIIL CIVIL _WAR . ARMED
VORCES AR S0 DISORCANIZED AND JHEXPERIENCED TN TIHERE
TTMATTIERS CAS TO MAKE IMDOQS*IBIL TIE KIND _OF. QUICK. BLOOD--
LESS MILI LLARY, INTERVENT] lUN L (INCLUDING PRIOR_RQUNDUR OF »
TF]- l‘.ol‘ LEADERS) WE_ARE ]'AMILIAR N 1IN OIIIT'R LA']’N

} _J_ﬂMl- _j('AIJ LOUNTRIES,
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I 5.0 AS STATED, HOWEVER , MILIUTARY. WOULD CHAVI e

VITAL PN?L d10. PLAY ON OC'IQBER 24«20 If ;)CTNARTO WLRT’

4 TO TNFGTD FAVORABLY LBOQPSW.T_N_ 'l'HT _BACKGROUND PRI-

\ }’M{TFT"’F‘U“‘W"!'TTWKIWORDLR IN cU\\VTH\GO AND 70 ENSURE C
3\ THAT TUk CONSTITUTIONATL WILL OF TUE CONGR]':O\S PREVATLID tis ~

AGAIN T8 TUE KEY TO THIS PRODBLEM. THE_COMMANDERS. _CAN
BL;L;UP'Trn TOTOREY HYS ORDERS, AND_WE _IBINK. - LE_LIKELY
THAT T1 lhOOPS DESPITE _SOME _MARXIST PENETRATION, WITJ

LS Sy e

\_ / wouLn Sl NECESSARY. 1T IS OUR JUDGEMENT THAT JEREI F‘;@_,x

1 QBry 'I‘HJ“TRQ IT SERMS TO us, THEN, TUAT THE | UC,LE\ S8 OF e
oULII I\N._T'NH»RDRTSI‘ IN_ALL ITS AQPTF"['J MUST_DEPEND. ON e ""
_T_‘m__[l]’ SIDENT'S WILL_AND c§KILL)— uLLRoONAL _QUALITTRES _OW \f/,'
W CH X Y BN G COUNS LS. WE_CANNOT _PIN. MORJ THAN_ MODEST '
HOPES
ol
* G.  WHAT WE ARE SAYING IN THIS "COLD-BLOODED ASSESS- ‘7_'\"’__

WMEMTT TS CTOAT OPPORTUNITIES FOR PURTHER STGNIFICANT USG ENE

ACFION Wit THEdEﬁIﬁLAN MILITARY ARF NONEXYSTENT. THEY ,f"”’
”lALRLADIhhHOWﬂIHEXmHAYF OURC_RLESSING _FORANY..SERIONUS MOV

AGAINST ALLENDE, AND WE CAN_ MANAGE TO REPEAT_ TUFE MESSAGE

I Lxuguu"lAncms oHOUIU 50 DICTATT . BUIJLHJQMLQ MG TAR

“_Wl'. (I\N I‘RUIHNTL& Ol ]?PASONABT.\' GO, THERE IS NO GROUR
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VOTES IN CONGRESS AT PRESENT THIS IS NOTHING MORE THAN
{/(WILD SPECULATION, e

l

NEAR APOCALYP DEVELOPMENTS. FOR THE TIME BEING IT

THIS FIE TQ.NOBMAL_CONTACTS. MORE CQULD BE_RISKY TO

N P

OR INDIVIDUAL WITHIN THE ARMED FORCES ARQUND WHOM A COUP
EFFORT WITH ANY REAL CHANCE OF SUCCESS COULD BE ORGANIZED
EVEN VIAUX- IS REPORTEDLY SEEKING TO MEET ALLENDE. WE
REPEAT THAT QUR BEST INTELLIGENCE MAKES IT

NOTHING WILL MOVE THE ARMED FQRCES ON _THEIR _QWN_EXCEPT

FORE QUR_INTE { EFFQRTS. _JIN

US AND. HARMFUL _TO THE FREI EFFORT.

- 7. ALTHOUGH THE FOREGOING DOES NOT RESPOND SPECIF-
ICALLY TO HYPOTHETICAL QUESTIONS YOU PUT TO US, WE BELIEVE
THAT OUR ANALYSIS DOES ADEQUATELY COVER THE REALITIES IN

TERMS OF 40 COMMITTEE DELIBERATIONS, JYE_ALSO REALIZE,
HOWEVER, T ; c FHE~DOLITLCAL
&EIEEE&ELEE_ELLL;B_LﬁE“NEK"QHESILQNSWABOUE-RQSSLBLE_USG

OLITICAL ACT ON-SCENARIO, THESE
AY BE SATISFIED BY MAKING THE FOLLOWING POINTS: (A)

THERE IS CONSIDERABLE LOOSE TALK AMONG RIGHTISTS AND
CERTAIN CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS CONCERNING THE BUYING OF KBY

€A

B Ly
MEANTIME*_AMB&SSAQQR_lSwleCLOSE BUT.-DISCREET TOUCH_WITH
KEY PEOPLE AROUND FREI WHO ARE _TRANSMITTING. TO.AND FROM
THAT CENT RAT. FIGURE INFQBMAIJQH*WIDEAS INFLUENCE  AND o)
MPLICIT EVIDENCE OF USG SUPPORT k AMEAﬁﬁADQR IS _ALSO ;}m_r~

AND_METHODS IN_QUIET.VERY_CON- ™~

TAINED EFFORT TO CREATE PROPITIOUS ATMOSPHERE FOR
SCEEERIO HE WILL BE REPORTING SEPARATELY ON THESE
MOVE EMBASSY‘d MAINTAINING LOWEST POSSIBLE G?-,
EEQELLE_AND_NON— /OLVEMENT BEYOND NECESSAHY INTELLIGENCE
COLLECTION ACTIVITIES
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8 SITUATION IS STILL TOO FLUID AND UNCERTAIN TO .
ERMIT INTELLIGENT ASSESSMENT OF PROSPECTS FOR EFFECTIVE
” COVERT ACTION UNDER ALLENDE. WE WILL, HOWEVER, BE
WORKING ON- IDENTIFYING POSSIBILITIES AND WILL REPORT AS
SQON AS REALISTIC RECOMMENDATIONS CAN BE MADE,
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