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SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR'S RESPONSE TO REQUEST FOR ANALYSIS
OF MILITARY OPTION IN PRESENT CHILEAN SITUATION

1. WE BELIEVE IT NOW CLEAR TH ILEAN MILITA Y
WILL NOT RZPE
B ING UNLIKE ION OF NA DE-
SPREAD VIOLENCE. ' ALL INFO AVAILABLE TO US INDICATES

FO CES ' CHIEFS ARE tfNPREPARED GO BEYOND
SEEKING MINIMAL "GUARANTEES" FROM ALLENDE WHICH IN THEIR
VIEW WOULD PROTECT EXISTING RANK STRUCTURE AND PREVENT
POLITICIZING OF MILITARY. (WE REGARD SUCH GUARANTEES
AS VIRTUALLY WORTHLESS OVER THE LONG HAUL. )

2. OUR OWN MILITARY PEOPLE HAVE HAD FAIRLY EXTENSIVE
CONTACTS WITH THEIR CHILEAN COLLEAGUES DURING LAST FZW
DAYS. THEY ARE UNANIMOUS IN REJECTING POSSIBILITY OF
MEANINGFUL MILITARY INTERVENTION IN POLITICAL SITUATIOiN
PRIOR TO OCTOBER 24 CONGRESSIONAL ELECTION OF PRESIDENT.
THERE IS APPARENTLY SOME TALK AMONG SOME OFFICERS OF
DOING SOMETHING AFTER THAT DATE IF ALLENDE IS ELECTED.
IN OUR JUDGEMENT SUCF. iVfUTTERINGS ARE NOT TO BE TAKEN
SERIOUSLY.

3. YOll WILL HAVE SEEN FRObf OUR RECENT REPORTING
THAT THE ALESSANDRI-TO NEfV ELECTIONS-TO FREI FORMULA

QUIRED„FVEW .,LIFE. WE T E~T THE SCHEME MIGHT JUST POSSIBL W IF
ENSE P SILRESMNMF1~~$ (DISINTEGRATING

ECONOMIC SITUATION, SPREADING FEAR AROUSED BY PREMATURE
COMMUNIST MOVES, ETC. ) CQEEI}~„WHAT~3
BEGINNING TO LOOK LIKE AN ALL-OUT EFFORT.

4. 4KIJhTAHY IN THEIR CURRENT AND CUSTOMARY STATE
OF FLABBY IRRESOLUTION A E 0 RT TO PLA THIS
SCENARIO UNTIL THE FINAL ACT, WHATEVER THE OUTCOhfE OF
ANY CUSSION WITH ALLENDZ WHICH MAY TAKE PLACE,~
FORESEE NO. .SIGNIEICANT. SUSTAINED PRESSURE. FRQht THAT, .
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OR INDIVIDUAL WITHIN THE ARMED FORCES AROUND WHOM A COUP
EFFORT WITH ANY REAL CHANCE OF SUCCESS COULD BE ORGANIZED
EVEN VIAUX IS REPORTEDLY SEEKING TO MEET ALLENDE. WE

i

) REPEAT THAT OUR BEST INTELLIGENCE MAKES IT~~~
(

NOTHING WILL MOVE THE ARMED F ' ~Q1QLLXCEPT
NE P LYP 'DEVELOP 1E TS. FOR THE TIME BEING IT

FORE OUR INTE EF Qg,~/
THIS FIELD CLJ93RMAI CC5T~S. MORE COULD BE RISKY TO
US ND HARMFUL TO THE FREI EFFORT.
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7. ALTHOUGH THE I"OREGOING DOES NOT RESPOND SPECIF-
ICALLY TO HYPOTHETICAL QUESTIONS YOU PUT TO US, WE 13ELIEVE
THAT OUR ANALYSIS DOES ADEQUATELY COVER THE REALITIES IN
TERMS OF 40 COMMITTEE DELIBERATIONS, ' ALSCY REA
HOWEVE T G T-HB-PQLXZJ. GAL

LTERNAT V W A ~~15gjJ ~GLOAT DOSS-LB~SO
OLITICAL ACT ~GRRARID, THESE

Y BE S TISFIED BY MAKING THE FOLLOWING POINTS: (A)
THERE IS CONSIDERABLE LOOSE TALK AMONG RIGHTISTS AND

CERTAIN CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS CONCERNING THE BUYING OF RBY
VOTES IN CONGRESS ~AT PRESENT THIS IS NOTHING MORE THAN

f/fWILD SPECULATION.
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MEANTIME~ASSAQ~ IN-CLOSE .BUT-DISCREET TOUCH WITHj,' ~ZY PBOPLE AROUND PREI II'HO ARE TRILuSIIITI'ING To AND FROM~jj THAI CE "CilRE -i'NTDGIlyrAoM IoHAS INIIUHNCR Duo L, , o'

MPLICIT EVIDENCE OP'USG SUPPORTI: AAI~BDOILAS ALSO
U ING RA 6~UHTXCTS AND IMETHODS IN QIILET VERY CON-

TAINEDD

EFFORT TO CREATE' PROPITI OUS ATMOSPHERE FOR
SCCE~ iRIO. HE I'lI BE REPO ING SEPARATELY ON THESE

~MOVE . . EAIBASEY MAINTAINING LOWEST POSSIBLE

( COLLECTION ACTIVITIES.



8. SITUATION IS STILL TOO FLUID AND UNCERTAIN TO
ERMIT INTELLIGENT ASSESSMENT OF PROSPECTS FOR El"FECTIVE

COVERT ACTION UNDER ALLENDE. WL' WILL, HOWEVER, BE
WORKING ON. IDENTIFYING POSSIBILITIES AND WILL REPORT AS
SOON AS REALISTIC RECOMMENDATIONS CAN BE MADE.
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